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     PORTO KOPKE

THE FIRST & OLDEST PORT HOUSE - The German Family named Kopke came from Hamburg to Lisbon in 1636. Two years later, in 1638, Christiano Kopke established himself in Oporto, as merchant and exporter of Portuguese products, and he started the export of Portuguese wines already produced in the region, as part of that business. When the Wine - then known as Portwine - was recognized in 1675, the House of Kopke which is today the oldest Port shippers, was one of the leaders in the field. Through many generations, the company was run by several members of Kopke's family, earning an excellent reputation for its ports, especially its vintage Colheita tawnies.
A LEADING FAMILY IN THE EVOLUTION OF PORT - In 1756 Nicolau Kopke became one of the family members in the Real Companhia of the prime-minister the Marquês de Pombal.   Nicolau played a very important role during the 18th Century Port trade, which had a remarkable evolution under the influence of  Pombal.  The Kopke family had good relationship with Portuguese Society, and was always considered Portuguese. 
[image: image1.wmf]19th CENTURY MAYOR OF OPORTO - Joaquim Augusto Kopke, Was honored for military services to the Crown by Queen D. Maria II, and greatly contributed to the Portuguese trade.  He was Mayor of Oporto, founder and Director of the Oporto Commercial Association from 1850 to 1858, and named Baron of Massarelos. In the 1860s he brought an English partner from the Bohane family into the House of Kopke. Bohane was a partner of Kopke’s agency in England – Mason Catley & Co., who from 1870 on ruled the Society.

MAINTAINS INDEPENDENT OPERATION THROUGH NEW OWNERS - When Joaquim Augusto Kopke died in 1895, 257 consecutive years of connection with the House bearing his name, were over. Then  C. N. Kopke & Cº  was purchased by the Bohane family who directed it from London with a managing partner in Portugal.  In 1953 the Barros family purchased Kopke, maintaining  its independent cellars and production facilities and always trying to keep the House of Kopke as the “ jewel “ of the Ports, selling about 1.300.000 bottles a year. For the next half century it operated alongside such other Barros Group Houses as Barros, Almeida, Rocha, Hutcheson,  Feuerheerd, Feist, Lda, etc.  The Barros group also improved and expanded its vineyards in the Douro, centered on Kopke’s famous  “ Quinta S. Luiz “. In 2006 the entire Barros Group of houses and vineyards was purchased by Sogevinus, the Port subsidiary of the Galician Caixa Nova Bank. that also owns Calem and Burmester.  Sogevinus continues to maintain Kopke’s individuality as a separate Port House within a group of the finest houses, ranking as the fourth largest Port Shipper.
An exceptionally fine quality Port House joined to the Sogevinus Group, which ranks fourth among the five largest Port Houses producing 85% of fine Portos.
