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“There’s a revolution taking place in the vineyards and cellars of Portugal that’s nothing short of 
astonishing.”
notes Jancis Robinson
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Luis Lourenço of Quinta dos Roques & Quinta das Maias, started the revolution in Portuguese varietals and blends in his vineyards and cellars in the Dão region. 
Roques, 



Maias 




& Correio Dão  Wines










Lead All the Rest

(imported by Wineworth)
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DÃO:  Adjacent to the Bairrada region in the center of Portugal, the Dão is one of the country’s oldest and most famous wine regions.  Grapes are grown in very granitic soil, the best in the foothills of the Serra da Estrela mountains.  Many vineyards are planted on south facing slopes to take full advantage of the sun.  Sheltered by mountains, creating its own micro-climate, the Dão enjoys hot, dry summers and very cold winters with good rainfall.  Other than a few estates like Roques and Maias, 90% of the vineyards are one hectare or less, separated by small villages and pine forests.  Encruzado, Malvasia Fina, Touriga Nacional, Alfrocheiro, Jaen(Tinta Mencia),  Roriz(Tempranillo) & Tinta Cão are the leading grape varieties.

”I am tempted to say Quinta dos Roques is the Ch. Latour to the Ch. Margaux of Quinta da Pellada, but I would quite understand Portuguese frustration at this observation.”  Jancis Robinson.
”A revolution has been taking place in the vineyards and cellars of Portugal. . . nothing short of astonishing!” says Jancis Robinson, foremost authority on grape varietals in her latest book,Portuguese table ”Jancis  Robinson Tastes the Best Portuguese Table  Wines.”  
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Quinta dos Roques and its co-owned winery, Quinta das Maias,lead this revolution with high quality wines and innovation in producing the first group of seriously regarded Portuguese varietals that have set the standard for all the rest of the producers and greatly reduced the reliance on often ill-matched field blends. As a result of this innovation, Roques was named ”Producer of the Year for its 1996 varietals by the foremost  Portuguese national wine magazine.  The 1996 Touriga Nacional from Roques was acclaimed one of the ten best wines of the twentieth century in the by The Quarterly Review of Wines.

Single Varietal Collector’s Releases:


Collector’s Releases are offered in heavy burgundy-style bottles with distinctive yellow capsules and are only produced in the best vintage years.

Quinta dos Roques Encruzado  2004/2005   -  Fresh, clean nose on a spectacular white with undertones of lemony citrus and melon.   65% fermented and aged 5 months on oak.  ”Several vintages of Roques’ white Dão certainly vindicated my initial enthusiasm for Encruzado, which can make serious, dry, full-bodied whites with every bit as much gravitas as fine white burgundy.”  Jancis Robinson, The Financial Times, April 7, 2007

“The best white grape in the Dão, Encruzado is now leading the varietal charge & looks set to become one of Portugal’s favored varieties.  The wines have a flavour akin to apples & pears, with a depth & breadth able to take some new oak. . . Quinta dos Roques’ ripe, burgundian-style Encruzado has already been rightly earmarked as one of Portugal’s leading whites.” Best Wines, Decanter Magazine  “A hearty, ripe wine, packed with flavors of green plums, layers of wood, spice and a complex herbal character.  This is rich, intense, and full- bodied, great with food.”  90 pts --  Wine Enthusiast -- August 2005 issue.
Quinta das Maias Encruzado Reserva 2004  -  Deservedly called “THE ULTIMATE ENCRUZADO”.  It seemed impossible to top the legendary quality of the existing Roques Encruzado from its sister winery just 40 kilometers away.  But this only challenged the producer to experiment with selecting the best clusters from low-yield vines at a 1500-ft elevation to produce just 100 cases of wine aged 12 months in new French oak. The resulting intensity of citrus and tropical melon flavors with sinuous body calls for decanting at a cool room temperature for fullest enjoyment. Released in late 2006 after another 12 months in bottle the oak achieves a perfect harmony in accentuating the layers of crisp fruit flavors.
Quinta das Maias Malvasina Fina 2006  -  A distinctive white wine with a huge floral-fruit  nose and  mango flavors.  Like a great, white burgundy with long aging potential, this is a single grape  varietal with good balance and fine complexity. Limited.   Serve with shellfish, creamy pasta dishes, light  game birds & poultry.

Quinta do Roques 2000  Reserva - Select old vine grapes from Roques Peachtree vineyard.   Complex red wine with deep color,  cedar nose, undertones of tobacco &  leather with a strong Touriga Nacional influence.  Smoky bacon finish.   Very limited.  Rated one of the three Best Reds of the Dão, 10 Best of Portugal and a runner-up to The 12 Best Wines in the World by an international panel organized by the Portuguese Academy of Gastronomy in which Jancis Robinson was a judge.
Quinta das Maias Jaen (Tinta Mencia) 2000/2002  Jaen is grown in Dão and Bairrada, making wines with vibrant fruit.  The second most common variety in the region, it is found in great numbers in Mangualde and Gouveta – and is believed to have been introduced by pilgrims returning with cuttings of Tinta Mencia from Spain’s Bierzo vineyards on the way back from Santiago de Compostela.  Jaen produces elegant wines, rich in color and very smooth, because of the grape’s lower acidity.  An intense, delicate bouquet evocative of raspberries characterizes this variety. 
“This relatively unusual Jaen varietal has a deep, burly color and a lovely, velvety almost overripe nose with hints of prunes and flattering black fruits.  . . tannins are very smooth & the acidity is just enough to balance the richness.”  Jancis Robinson 

Quinta dos Roques Tinta Roriz 2000  - (Tempranillo) “100% from the rare & valued Port wine varietal.  Husky aromas at the beginning.  Good quality French oak (10 mos), discreet & well-blended, embracing elegant ripe cherries, spices & a light creamy touch.  Intense on the palate, with overtones of cherry & plum, good acidity & tannins with a long, fruity finish.” João Afonso, Portuguese Wines  “A great, sweet, Porty wine, soft and immediately fruity.  There’s a big, ripe, generous fruit with great acidity and lovely, ripe, red-berry flavors.  Wood tannins at the heart give structure to the juicy fruit; it should age well over the next five years.” 90 Pts Wine Enthusiast Buyng Guide  ”Deep, healthy crimson and a seductive nose redolent of leather and sap.”  Jancis Robinson
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Quinta dos Roques Alfrocheiro 2003 – (Just Released) The best vintage ever, but very limited quantity. Found mainly in Nelas, this variety rivals Touriga  as a strong factor in the excellence of the premium wines produced here.  No leeway on this varietal!  Either it’s right or not! In this case it definitely IS! It has a small genetic footprint – the smallest in the Dão – produces a leather nose, deep, rich color and wines that are fruity, aromatic and lively with a hint of eucalyptus.  Stephen Tanzer, International Wine Cellar described the ’96 as ”Bright, deep ruby red.   Deep raspberry nose, with notes of maple syrup and smoky, spicy oak. Sweet, deeply spicy raspberry flavor given lift by firm acids.  Finishes with very good length.” – “Lively, mid-crimson still with some shades of purple. The nose suggests stewed prunes, chestnuts and some wood.  The texture is extremely smooth, this is a wine for early drinking by sensualists.” Jancis Robinson 

Quinta dos Roques Touriga Nacional 2000/2002 - Considered the best of the Dão and Port varietals, with rich color, a powerful aroma with a hint of black currants, a full, individual flavor of licorice and ripe berry fruits,and plenty of tannin.  Producing full-bodied fruity wines, this noble grape is considered by Jancis Robinson to be the equal of Cabernet Sauvignon.  
Previously rated 94 points by Wine & Spirits and described by Stephen Tanzer, International Wine Cellar as ”Very good, deep, ruby-red.  Intensely spicy black raspberry nose..  Tangy, dense, and very concentrated in the mouth.  ripe flavors of blackberry, espresso bean, maple syrup and smoky, spicy oak are sharply defined.  Has sound underlying structure for aging.  Finishes with palate-staining  length.  A complete wine, and the most impressive of the current crop of releases from touriga nacional.”  1996 rated among ”Best 10 Wines of the Last Century,” Quarterly Review of Wines
“The same property’s Touriga Nacional seemed just as good in 1996 as the 2005 (coming this Fall), and overall Roques’ 1996 seemed to have lasted just a bit better than those from the other great Dão producer Quinta da Pellada.”  Jancis Robinson, Financial Times, April 7, 2007.
Quinta dos Roques 2000 Garrafeira (Grand Reserve) – An elegant and complex wine with briary nose and flavors of black currants and cherries.  Produced from low yield vines only when all varietals have reached a unique quality, this is the ultimate expression of Roques expertise.  Made from 50% Touriga Nacional, 20% Alfrocheiro, 20% Tinta Roriz/Tempranillo, 5% Jaen/Tinta Mencia and 5% Tinta Cão.  Aged 13 months in new French Oak.  Only 400 cases produced.
Quinta dos Roques & Quinta das Maias value wines

· Quinta das Maias 2005 Dry White - Since the 2000 vintage of this stunning Maias blend of top Dão white varietals careful grape selection shows just how big a difference can be achieved.  The hand picked grapes are hand-sorted before pressing, resulting in a wine with powerful perfume, rich fruit and complex structure. This modestly priced wine is a tremendous value.

Quinta dos Roques 2003 Tinto - Undoubtedly the most popular  Dão wine we have seen, regardless of price!  Roques has set a new standard for Dão wines. A blend of Touriga Nacional, Alfrocheiro, Jaen, and Roriz(Tempranillo). 2003 Vintage – 91 pts Wine Enthusiast – “A hugely dark wine with solid bitter chocolate flavors & layers of dry tannins.  From the granite soils of the home estate of Quinta dos Roques.  Dry wood flavors & black plum fruits.”  
Previous vintages:”Beautiful satin mouthful,” Jeff Frees, special correspondent to the Quarterly Review of Wines.  Long, ambrosial flavors, balanced with tannin and a hint of vanilla from the French oak.  ”Well deserved attention . . .rich red color, lush fruity nose and complex flavors. . . typifies the viticultural revolution that has been raging since the late 80’s.”  Richard Kinssies, Seattle P-I, Tip of the Week  ”. . . a lovely vivacity on the nose. . .a suggestion of plums preserved in brandy on this extremely flirtatious wine that could give pleasure already.” Jancis Robinson, The Best Portuguese Table Wines.
Quinta das Maias 2002 Tinto - ”What a crowd pleaser.  Bursting with fruit but with complexity & depth, too. It has as many curves as Goya’s Maja.”  Jeff Frees, Quarterly Review of Wines  20% Touriga, with 80% of the powerful, rich Jaen.  From the same winemaker as Roques.  Flavors that stand up to the  most challenging sauces and spices.  9 months on new Portuguese oak. 1997 rated 93 Pts in Wine & Spirits

Quinta do Correio 
(produced by Quinta dos Roques)

Quinta do Correio Branco 2006 – From Portugal’s famous Quinta dos Roques Dão wine region producer comes this wonderful pair of  white and red wines at a very modest price.  Named after the old postal station in the foothill vineyards of the Serra da Estrella mountains, these wines are blends of the regions best varietals. At the heart of the melon and citrus flavors of this white wine is the powerful Encruzado varietal, blended with Malvasia Fina, Bical and Cerceal.  

Quinta do Correio Tinto 2003 – From Portugal’s famous Quinta dos Roques Dão wine region producer comes this wonderful pair of  white and red wines at a very modest price.  Named after the old postal station in the foothill vineyards of the Serra da Estrella mountains, these wines are blends of the regions best varietals. This red wine develops its well-rounded, rich fruit flavors from Touriga Nacional, Jaen (Tinta Mencia), Alfrocheiro, Tinta Roriz (Tempranillo) and Rufete.

